Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.124; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.0.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 18 H 17 N 3 O 3 Á-H 2 O, the molecules are linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, resulting in a chain along the a axis. The crystal structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á Á (ring) hydrogen bonds and aromatic Á Á Á stacking interactions [centroid-centroid distance = 3.902 (1) Å ] between the pyrimidino rings of the quinazoline system. The tricyclic quinazoline fragment is almost planar (rms deviation = 0.0139 Å ) with the two methylene C atoms of the pyrrolo ring deviating by 0.148 (2) and À0.081 (3) Å from the plane through the other atoms. The 4-nitrophenyl ring makes a dihedral angle of 12.55 (7) with the tricyclic ring system.
Related literature
For general background to tricyclic quinazoline alkaloids, see: Shakhidoyatov et al. (1988) . For the synthesis of 1,2,3,9-tetrahydro-pyrrolo[2,1-b]quinazoline, see : Jahng et al. (2008) . For the physiological activity of quinazoline derivatives, see: Al-Shamma et al. (1981) ; Yunusov et al. (1978) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 and Cg2 are the centroids of the N1,C2,N3,C4,C4A,C8A and C4A,C5-C8,C8A rings, respectively. 
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2009 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) . 
Comment
Tricyclic quinazoline alkaloids are a large group of heterocyclic compounds (Shakhidoyatov et al., 1988; Jahng et al., 2008) .
These compounds and their derivatives possess difference pharmacological activities (Al-Shamma et al., 1981; Yunusov et al., 1978) . Reaction of 1,2,3,9-tetrahydro-pyrrolo[2,1-b]quinazoline with p-nitrobenzaldehyde in ethanol at present of sodium hydroxide leads to the formation of 3-(p-nitrophenyl)-hydroxymethyl-1,2,3,9-tetrahydro-pyrrolo[2,1-b]quinazoline (Fig. 1) . The title molecule has two asymmetric centre. The crystal is a racemate of two optical antipodes. The asymmetric unit contains one molecule of 3-(p-nitrophenyl)-hydroxymethyl-1,2,3,9-tetrahydro-pyrrolo [2,1-b] quinazoline and one water molecule (Fig. 2) . In the molecule tryciclic quinazoline fragment almost planar with of slightly twisting of atoms C9 and C10. Deviations of last atoms from plane of rest atoms (rms deviation = 0.0139Å) in the tricycle are 0.148 (2)Å and -0.081 (3)Å, respectively.
Hydroxyl groups of two centrosymmetrical related molecules of title compound and two water molecules form a H-bond regtangles (nearly). In addition the water molecules are hydrogen bonded to the title compound molecules through N1 atom (Table 1 ). In the result are formed H-bond chains along the a axis of the cell (Fig. 3) . The observed structure is stabilized by weak C-H···π (Table 1) Figures Fig. 1 . The reaction scheme. Fig. 2 . The molecular structure of title compound with atom labels. The displacement ellipsoidsand are drawn at 50% probability level. H atoms are presented as a small spheres of arbitrary radius. 
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